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Gree t ings  f rom the  John C .  S t enn i s  Ins t i tu t e  o f  Government  and  Communi ty
Deve lopment  a t  Mis s i s s ipp i  S t a t e  Univer s i t y .  As  we  en te r  the  2026 ca l endar
year ,  the  S tenn i s  Ins t i tu t e  r ema ins  commi t t ed  to  s e rv ing  Mis s i s s ipp i  a s  the
s t a t e ’ s  p remier  un iver s i t y -based  pub l i c  s e rv i ce  and  app l i ed  re search  cen te r .
 
Re f l e c t ing  on  2025 ,  we  a re  g ra t e fu l  fo r  the  oppor tun i ty  to  work  a longs ide  72
munic ipa l i t i e s ,  28  count i e s ,  the  S ta t e  o f  Mis s i s s ipp i ,  and  numerous
communi ty  organ iza t ions  and  re s iden t s  ac ros s  the  s t a t e .  These  par tner sh ips
are  a t  the  hear t  o f  our  mi s s ion  to  s t r eng then  the  e f f ec t i venes s  o f  s t a t e  and
loca l  government ,  and  they  cont inue  to  in sp i re  and  gu ide  our  work  each  day .
 
Th i s  2026 ca l endar  o f f e r s  a  sma l l  w indow in to  the  mean ing fu l  pro j ec t s  our
f acu l ty ,  s t a f f ,  and  s tudent s  have  under t aken  over  the  pas t  year .  We are
incred ib ly  proud o f  the i r  ded i ca t ion ,  t a l en t ,  and  genu ine  pas s ion  for
suppor t ing  Mis s i s s ipp i  communi t i e s .
 
We hope  you  wi l l  c a l l  on  us  whenever  we  can  be  o f  s e rv i ce ,  and  we  ex tend
our  warmes t  wi shes  for  a  succe s s fu l  and  b l e s sed  year  ahead .

S incere ly ,

Dr .  Jo seph  “Da l l a s ”  Breen  
S tenn i s  Ins t i tu t e  Execu t ive  Di rec tor

FROM THE DESK OF THE                          .DirectorDirector



2025 STENNIS FOOTPRINT

72 municipalities
& 28 counties:

The Stennis Institute traveled across the state, assisting

with various projects, ranging from economic and
workplace development, community outreach, employee
recruitment and retention, disaster preparedness and
mitigation, and other important areas.
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The John C .  S t enn i s  Ins t i tu t e  
o f  Government  and  Communi ty  
Deve lopment  has  s e rved  the  s t a t e  
o f  Mis s i s s ipp i  fo r  f i f ty  years  
prov id ing  re search ,  s e rv i ce ,  
and  t r a in ing !

We a im to  enhance  the  e f f i c i ency  
and  e f f ec t i venes s  o f  loca l  and  s t a t e
government s ,  p rov ide  t echn ica l  a s s i s t ance  
to  bo th  rura l  and  h igh ly  ac t i ve  communi t i e s  
in  the  sou theas t e rn  Uni t ed  S ta t e s ,  and
promote  c iv i c  educa t ion  and  c i t i zen
invo lvement  in  the  po l i t i c a l  l andscape .

About the Institute



MISSISSIPPI BY THE NUMBERS
POPULATION

 PERCENT CHANGE
DEMOGRAPHICS

National Estimate: 
29.3%

National Estimate: 
54.2%

National Estimate: 
16.5%

Ages 1-18 Ages 65+Ages 18-64
29.7% 53.9% 16.4%

48.5% 51.5%

Compare to the U.S. National Estimate:
50.8% Female
49.2% Male

TOTAL POPULATION: 2,961,279TOTAL POPULATION: 2,961,279

All data sourced from the 2020 United States Census Bureau

-25% to -10%

-10% to -5%

-5% to -1%

-1% to 1%

1% to 5%

5% to 10%

10% to 18%



Stennis Capitol  Press Forum
Along  wi th  the  Cap i to l  Pre s s  Corps ,  the  S tenn i s  Ins t i tu t e  o f  Government  ho lds  month ly
pre s s  forums  in  J ackson ,  MS .  These  forums  c rea t e  an  oppor tun i ty  for  bo th  po l i t i c a l  and
loca l  l e ader s  to  prov ide  commentary  to  the  med ia  and  d i s cus s  the i r  o f f i c e s ’  work  on
po l i cy  i s sues  and  upda te s .

In  2025 ,  The  S tenn i s -Cap i to l  Pre s s  Forum hos ted  a  number  o f  no tab l e  l e ader s  and  e l ec t ed
o f f i c i a l s  in  the  Mis s i s s ipp i  po l i t i c a l  l andscape  inc lud ing  Former  Governor  Ha ley  Barbour ,
L i eu tenant  Governor  De lber t  Hosemann ,  Commiss ioner  o f  Agr i cu l ture  & Commerce  Andy
Gipson ,  S t a t e  Aud i tor  Shad  Whi t e ,  Speaker  o f  the  Mis s i s s ipp i  House  J a son  Whi t e ,  Cha i r  o f
the  Mis s i s s ipp i  House  Ways  and  Means  Commit t ee  Trey  Lamar ,  and  Entergy  Mis s i s s ipp i
CEO Ha ley  F i s acker ly .

200 COMMERCE STREET  
JACKSON,  MS 39201

HAL     MAL ’S  H A L     M A L ’ S  &&
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O55
Stennis InstituteStennis Institute

Est. 1976Est. 1976

C E L E B R A T I N G  5 0  Y E A R S

O F  P U B L I C  S E RV I C E

C E L E B R A T I N G  5 0  Y E A R S

O F  P U B L I C  S E RV I C E

CelebratingCelebrating
Fifty Years!Fifty Years!
Celebrating

Fifty Years!
Celebrating

Fifty Years!
Celebrating

Fifty Years!
The John C. Stennis Institute of Government &
Community Development at Mississippi State
University is marking a milestone year as it
celebrates fifty years of dedicated service to the
state of Mississippi. Since its establishment, the
Institute has fulfilled a mission to enhance the
efficiency and effectiveness of local and state
governments through applied research, leadership
training, community and economic development,
and governmental services. Over the decades, it
has become a trusted partner for communities,
public officials, and citizens alike, helping to
translate academic insight into real-world impact.
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Stennis   Montgomery Association

The S tenn i s -Montgomery  Assoc i a t ion  (SMA) i s  a  s tudent - l ed  c iv i c  engagement  organ iza t ion
a t  Mis s i s s ipp i  S t a t e ,  housed  by  the  Ins t i tu t e .  Named a f t e r  Sena tor  John C .  S t enn i s  and
Congres sman G .V .  Sonny  Montgomery ,  SMA focuse s  on  bu i ld ing  l eader sh ip  sk i l l s  and
promot ing  non-par t i s an  c iv i c  invo lvement  among s tudent s .  Through  vo te r  r eg i s t r a t ion
dr ive s ,  communi ty  s e rv i ce  pro j ec t s ,  mee t ings  wi th  s t a t e  l e ader s ,  and  an  annua l  t r ip  to
Wash ing ton ,  D .C . ,  SMA encourages  members  to  ac t i ve ly  par t i c ipa t e  in  the  democra t i c
proces s .

CONNECT WITH US !

@MSU_SMA @SMAMSU
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Applied ResearchApplied ResearchApplied Research

We are frequently called upon by state and local governments and Mississippi State University to provide technical
assistance and consultation. These requests seek information regarding political, governmental, and economic and
community development matters. 

The Compensation and Classification Laboratory works with cities and counties across the state to provide insight
into human resource processes and other applied research projects. Studies provide workforce and technical
information and address compensation issues, including competitive pay, internal pay equity, and employee benefits.
The Mississippi Municipal Salaries and Benefits Survey was published in Summer 2025! 

In 2025, the Stennis Institute graduate research team completed Insight Into Mississippi’s Retirement System: A
Comparison of Southeastern State Retirement Systems .

Throughout 2026 the Stennis Institute, in collaboration with the Mississippi Development Authority, will be working
on disaster mitigation and relief research.

THE COMPENSATION &

CLASSIFICATION LABORATORY

AN INSIGHT INTO LAW ENFORCEMENT

RETIREMENT SYSTEMS

MISSISSIPPI OBSERVATIONAL CHILD 

RESTRAINT SURVEY REPORT
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Des igned  to  a s s i s t  mid-  to  s en ior - l eve l  s t a t e  and  loca l  government  execu t ive s
become more  e f f i c i en t  and  e f f ec t i ve  l e ader s ,  The  S ta t e  Execu t ive  Deve lopment
Ins t i tu t e  o f f e r s  course s  such  a s  l e ader sh ip ,  management  theory ,  con f l i c t
r e so lu t ion ,  cyber secur i t y ,  and  numerous  o ther  sk i l l s  nece s sa ry  for  fu ture
l eader s .  The  cohor t  mee t s   fo r  a  week ,  and  t r a in ings  a re  he ld  on  Mis s i s s ipp i
S ta t e  Univer s i t y ’ s  campus  and  d i f f e r ing  loca t ions  in  the  s t a t e  cap i to l  o f  J ackson .  

2 0 2 6  S E D I
N O M I N A T I O N

F O R M !

J o i n  u s  f o r  S E D I  2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  1 7 - 2 2 !n d
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The S tenn i s  Ins t i tu t e  i s  exc i t ed  to  hos t  the  th i rd  annua l  Jun ior  C iv i c s  Leader sh ip  Academy in  2026 !
JCLA i s  a  week- long  confe rence  a imed a t  t each ing  9 th  through  12th  grade  h igh  s choo l  s tudent s
about  c iv i c s ,  l eve l s  o f  government ,  and  communi ty  deve lopment .  In  2025 ,  our  JCLA s tudent s  go t  the
chance  to  mee t  wi th  loca l ,  s t a t e ,  and  f edera l l y  e l e c t ed  o f f i c i a l s ,  tour  Mis s i s s ipp i ’ s  c ap i t a l ,  and  ge t  a
f i r s t  l ook  in to  campus  l i f e  a t  Mis s i s s ipp i  S t a t e  Univer s i t y  a l l  wh i l e  ea rn ing  three  (3)  hours  o f
co l l ege  e l ec t i ve  c red i t .  

Jo in  us  for  JCLA 2026 ,  June  13-19th .  Reg is tra t ion opens  February 2  on our  webs i te !n d

@JCLA.SIG
JUNIOR CIVICS
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

CONNECT
WITH US!

CONNECT
WITH US!

@JCLA.SIG@JCLA.SIG
JUNIOR CIVICS

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

JUNIOR CIVICS
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
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In 2025, the Stennis Institute staff traveled across the state and region to present
research, lead trainings, and participate in key professional gatherings. This year, the
Institute was represented at the Southeastern Conference for Public Administration
(SECoPA), the Mississippi Municipal League Annual Conference, and the Mississippi
Municipal League Small Towns Conference.

We are also proud to note that our Executive Director, Dr. Dallas Breen, is currently
serving as President of SECoPA, highlighting the Institute’s leadership and
continued commitment to advancing public administration!

CONFERENCESCONFERENCES
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The Stennis Institute provides its undergraduate and graduate student workers with a
unique opportunity to gain hands-on professional experience. Students work closely
with the faculty and staff  on projects aligned with their fields of study, gaining exposure
to best practices on a range of local and state issues. Additionally, students develop
professional writing skills through contributions to various published projects. The
Institute encourages students to integrate their interests with relevant policy areas while
supporting and mentoring them in research initiatives led by Stennis Institute staff. 

Student ExperienceStudent Experience
CHECK OUT OUR

GRADUATE

RESEARCH HERE
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MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY
COLLEGE LEADERSHIP

ACADEMY

MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY
COLLEGE LEADERSHIP

ACADEMY

MCCLA is a year-long program that addresses
projected needs for upper-level administration
leadership in Mississippi’s community college
system. The classes and workshops are designed to
prepare mid-level administrators to take on upper-
level administrative roles. 

The Mississippi Community College Leadership
Academy was established in the spring of 2009 by
the Mississippi Community College Foundation in
collaboration with the Stennis Institute. 
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DEVELOPMENT
CommunityCommunity

The Community Development team at the Stennis Institute actively engages
municipalities and organizations across the state of Mississippi by providing programs
and assistance. Their two main programs are First Impressions and Strategic Doing. 

First Impressions allows a community to gain
feedback from the perspective of a team of
first-time visitors. These visitors go to the
residential, retail, and industrial areas of a
town, along with areas of interest or tourism. 

Strategic Doing takes the planning process and
combines it with the implementation to achieve
organizational change. Our team works with
municipalities, state agencies, businesses, and
organizational pillars of a community. 
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PUBLIC POLICY &
ADMINISTRATION CAPSTONE

PUBLIC POLICY &
ADMINISTRATION CAPSTONE
Cons i s t en t  wi th  i t s  found ing  pr inc ip l e s  and  ongo ing  mi s s ion ,  the  John C .
S tenn i s  Ins t i tu t e  o f  Government  and  Communi ty  Deve lopment  i s  ded i ca t ed  to
promot ing  the  prepara t ion  and  t r a in ing  o f  s tudent s  pur su ing  ca reer s  in  pub l i c
se rv i ce .  Th i s  commi tment  i s  r e f l e c t ed  in  the  Ins t i tu t e ’ s  c lo se  co l l abora t ion  wi th
the  Depar tment  o f  Po l i t i c a l  Sc i ence  and  Pub l i c  Admin i s t r a t ion  a t  Mis s i s s ipp i
S ta t e  Univer s i t y ,  par t i cu l a r l y  through  suppor t  o f  the  In tegra t i ve  Caps tone
Course .

The  Caps tone  Course  s e rves  a s  the  cu lmina t ing  academic  requ i rement  for
s tudent s  enro l l ed  in  the  Mas te r  o f  Pub l i c  Po l i cy  and  Admin i s t r a t ion  (MPPA)
program.  Ins t i tu t e  s cho l a r s  work  a longs ide  PSPA facu l ty  to  iden t i f y  mean ing fu l ,
hands-on  l ea rn ing  oppor tun i t i e s  and  to  suppor t  course  imp lementa t ion
throughout  the  s emes te r .  Through  th i s  par tner sh ip ,  s tudent s  ga in  prac t i ca l
exper i ence  in  app l i ed  re search ,  p ro j ec t  management ,  and  co l l abora t i ve  prob l em
so lv ing .

Facu l ty  and  s t a f f  a t  the  S tenn i s  Ins t i tu t e  a s s i s t  in  gu id ing  s tudent s  a s  they
ana lyze  rea l -wor ld  po l i cy  cha l l enges ,  a s s e s s  communi ty  and  organ iza t iona l
bene f i t s ,  and  de l i ve r  ac t ionab l e  r e su l t s  fo r  pub l i c  s ec tor  c l i en t s .  These  pro j ec t s
a re  conduc ted  in  d i r ec t  par tner sh ip  wi th  loca l  government s ,  nonpro f i t
o rgan iza t ions ,  and  s t a t e  agenc i e s ,  p rov id ing  s tudent s  wi th  va luab l e  exposure  to
the  expec ta t ions ,  r e spons ib i l i t i e s ,  and  pro fe s s iona l  s t andards  o f  pub l i c  s e rv i ce .
Through  th i s  app l i ed  l ea rn ing  mode l ,  the  Ins t i tu t e  and  the  PSPA depar tment
jo in t l y  advance  s tudent  l e a rn ing ,  p ro fe s s iona l  r ead ines s ,  and  long- t e rm succes s
in  pub l i c  s e rv i ce  ca reer s .

SCAN HERE!

Learn more  about  the  Pub l i c  Po l i cy  & Adminis t ra t ion
graduate  programs a t  Miss i s s ipp i  S ta te  Univers i ty .
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ASPIREASPIRE

Through a  co l l abora t ion  wi th  the  Mis s i s s ipp i  Deve lopment  Author i ty ,  Asp i re
MS seeks  to  educa te  par t i c ipan t s  on  bu i ld ing  economic  suppor t  ne tworks
and  imp lement ing  communi ty  s t r a t eg i e s .  Th i s  year ’ s  cohor t  inc luded  Scot t ,
Carrol l ,  and  Lef lore  count i e s .  The  cohor t  mee t s  s evera l  t imes  throughout
the  year  to  d i s cus s  t ang ib l e  p l ans  to  bene f i t  e conomic  deve lopment  in  the i r
count i e s .  County  l eader s ,  s t a t e  agency  heads ,  and  economic  deve lopment
exper t s  come toge ther  a t  a  sympos ium to  showcase  the i r  e f for t s  and
communi ty  pro j ec t s .  

MississippiMississippi
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Mac Hamilton
Undergraduate Research Assistant

Braydon Jakins 
Undergraduate Research Assistant 

Alex Martin
Undergraduate Research Assistant

Holden Mattison
Undergraduate Research Assistant

Anne Preston McRae
Undergraduate Research Assistant

Ross Mitias
Undergraduate Research Assistant

Peyton Seals
Undergraduate Research Assistant

Joseph Slack
Undergraduate Research Assistant

Alexandra Williams
Undergraduate Research Assistant 

Dr. Dallas Breen 
Executive Director 

Dr. Joe Fratesi 
Assistant Director for Comm. Development 

Dr. P. Edward French
Professor & Public Service Fellow

LeeAnn Funderburg 
Business Manager  

Lauren Gardner 
Project Coordinator 

Dr. John Harper 
Research Associate II 

Bonnie Hays 
Administrative Assistant

Brian Mathison
Research Associate II

Chance McDavid
Project Director

Charlotte Allen 
Surveyor 

Gary Andrews 
Surveyor 

Mary Andrews 
Surveyor 

Perry Brown 
Surveyor 

James C. Carver 
Surveyor

Benjamin C. Carver 
Surveyor 

Gail M. Dixon 
Surveyor 

Harley W. Meadows 
Surveyor 

Douglas Stewart 
Surveyor 

Anthony A. Varaksa 
Surveyor 

Our StaffOur Staff
David Parrish 
Senior Research Associate

Judith Phillips 
Research Associate III 

Sarah Rendon
Research Associate I

Kendall Sanders 
Project Coordinator

Brady Bolling 
Graduate Research Assistant

Susan Jessop
Graduate Research Assistant 

Miracle Ratliff
Graduate Research Assistant 

Kaylin Vollenweider 
Graduate Research Assistant

Alyssa Atkins 
Undergraduate Research Assistant 
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SERVICES
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ECONOMIC
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APPL IED

RESEARCH

@JCStennisInst John C. Stennis Institute
of Government @StennisInstituteJohn C. Stennis Institute

of Government
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MARCH
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

APRIL

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

MAY

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JUNE

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JULY

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

AUGUST

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

OCTOBER

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

NOVEMBER

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DECEMBER
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